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My primary role has been to increase NFSMI’s efficiency enabling us to expand 
our outreach and visibility to all stakeholders.  This positioning has assisted in 
improving the trust in NFSMI’s vision “To be the leader in providing education, 
research, and resources to promote excellence in child nutrition programs”. The 
primary challenge these past four years has been to reestablish NFSMI’s national 
presence and quality of products.  My goal is to continue to establish NFSMI as 
the leading source for reliable, up to date research, resources, and technical 
assistance in federal child nutrition programs with a motivated, expert staff.  

Specific Accomplishments: 

• Conducted strategic planning process for NFSMI 
• Increased grant funding by $1,000,000 annually 
• Increased food safety cooperative agreement from $115,000 - $400,000 
• Added two new cooperative agreements – $125, 000 Farm to School and 

$500,000 Chefs Move to School 
• Filled organizational chart and developed a team that closed cooperative 

agreements and grants that were open from 2005-2011 
• Standardized  procedures for hiring qualified trainers from across the 

country and standardizing NFSMI training curriculums 
• Established regional training teams throughout the United States increasing 

our outreach of face to face training from 5,000 to 8,400 professionals 
across the US and US Territories 

• Executed a marketing plan that resulted in an increase of Help Desk 
contacts from 725 prior to my arrival to 4,942 in the 2013-2014 academic 
year, an increase in online course participants from approximately 1000 
participants in webinars to  52,542 completing online courses, and an 
increase in web site visits from 414,753 visits to 1,669,594. 

• Developed partnerships with numerous allied organizations in the field of 
child nutrition, including the United Kingdom 



• Introduced NFSMI to a virtual Child Nutrition conference and education 
forum 

• Established strong relationships of trust with USDA, state agencies, and 
other funders 

• Received the 2014 Friend of Child Nutrition FAME Award 
• Recognized by the Winston Churchill Trust for assisting in knowledge 

exchange between NFSMI and the United Kingdom 

Service to the University: 

o Served on selection committee for National Acoustics Center Executive 
Director 

o Served on graduate student thesis committee 
o Expanded opportunities for graduate students and dietetic interns by 

establishing graduate tuition scholarships and dietetic rotation 

Service to the Field of Child Nutrition 

o Served on numerous national boards including, Action for Healthy Kids, 
Institute of Medicine, USDA Professional Standards, Innovative Center for 
Dairy, Culinary Institute of America (co-chaired), School Nutrition Education 
Committee, etc. 

o Testified to the Senate Agriculture Committee 
o Accepted numerous speaking and training engagements including, state 

school nutrition associations, Institute of Medicine, National School 
Business Officials, Mississippi Obesity Summit, School Nutrition Leadership 
Conference, Global Child Nutrition Forum in Brazil, Keynote at National 
School Nutrition Conference in United Kingdom, Richard B. Russell 
Honorary Leadership Guest Lecturer, USDA training on professional 
presentations, Honorary Alumni Lecturer at U.W. – Stout, etc. 

o Reviewed and commented on USDA School Nutrition Dietary Assessment 
Study and CDC School Health Policies and Practices Study along with other 
professional articles and resources 

o Authored articles for school nutrition  and related organization magazines 
o Co-authored a text book chapter on School Nutrition  

 


